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W

elcome to this Spring Issue of Malvern Hills Green Party’s E-Newsletter – and with just eight weeks to go
to the General and Local Elections on May 7th!

We have all been very busy recently preparing for the elections but we must expect the pace to become more
hectic still as polling day approaches. Our Parliamentary Candidate, Julian Roskams, has recently been appearing
on platforms for public debates on the health service and housing policy. And we have been making plans with
our team of candidates for the district council elections for leaflet distribution and canvassing. There is still time
for more volunteer candidates to join us – closure of nominations is on April 7th,
and we would particularly welcome colleagues who would be prepared to
stand in some of the rural wards (where in the past the Tories have won the
seats unopposed). If you are prepared to ‘give it a go’ (whether with the desire
to win or merely as a ’paper candidate’ to give people a chance to vote Green)
please contact our Election Agent, Julian Roskams as soon as possible so that we
can include you in the plan.
We have also been making plans for fundraising – elections are expensive and
while our bank account is in better shape than it has been for a long time, we do
need a lot more funding to contest the general election (e.g. for the £500
deposit and for the ‘free-post’ leaflet circulation (printed leaflets) to all households
in the constituency). Two up-and-coming events are as follows:

Musical ‘Fun-Dr
aiser’ – Sunda
‘Fun-Draiser’
Sundayy 22nd March.

C

ome along this Sunday afternoon and evening, 22nd March,
to our Musical Fun-Draiser, from 5.00pm – 9.00pm at Malvern
Cube. Spend a relaxing few hours enjoying a mix of musical styles
from our local musical talent. Amongst the artists – who are all
generously giving their time free to boost our election fund-raising
– are Trum, Brickshed, MT and Company, Sue Thompson and Mark
Stevenson.
Soft refreshments will be available but if you want something
stronger, you are welcome to bring your own.
Tickets are only £6.00 and can be bought in advance from Malvern
Cube’s ‘Cake Tin Café and from Carnival Records, 83 Church Street.
Alternatively, you can reserve tickets by emailing Jan Dyer at
greenleafjan@gmail.com. Tickets will also be available at the door from 4.30pm on Sunday. An event not to be
missed
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Quiz Night at Malv
er
n Vale Comm
unity Centre – Saturda
Malver
ern
Community
Saturdayy 11th Apr
Aprilil at 7.30pm.

Q

uizmaster – Prospective Parliamentary Candidate, Julian Roskams, and DJ for the Evening. Les Wright (Chair
of Malvern Vale Residents’ Group). £5 per person (£15 for a table of four). Prizes for winners and runners
up, and a Raffle as well. Tickets on the door. Be there!

Gener
al Election Green Deposit Bonds
General

A

s in previous General Election years, we are offering our ‘General Election Green Deposit Bond Scheme’ and
we invite our supporters to invest in one or more of our bonds (valued at £10, £25 and £50) – each of which
will be issued with a unique serial number that will tally with our records of the name and address of each investor.
Assuming we successfully save our deposit on General Election day, the bonds will be redeemed to their investor.
To purchase your bond(s), please complete the application form at the end of the newsletter, or contact our
Treasurer, Jan Dyer, at 131 Tennyson Drive, Malvern WR14 2UL; email address: greenleafjan@gmail.com; home
telephone number: 01684 438539.

Up-and-Coming Ev
ents
Events
Saturda
Saturdayy 21st March – Repair Café at Malvern Cube 10.00- 2.00pm
Sunda
Sundayy 22nd March – Musical FunDraising Event -5.00pm – 9.00pm – Malvern Cube.
Saturda
Saturdayy 28th March – Councillors’ Surgery at the Sugar Loaf Café, Elim Centre, West Malvern, from 10.00- 12.00
noon. Come along and meet John Raine and Julian Roskams (your Green candidates for West Ward, Malvern Hills
District Council)
Saturda
Aprilil – Councillors’ Surgery at Malvern Vale Community Centre from 9.45- 11.45. Another Opportunity
Saturdayy 4th Apr
to meet your Green Candidates – this time also with Chris Reed (Candidate for Dysons Ward).
Saturda
Saturdayy 11th Apr
Aprilil – Quiz Night at Malvern Vale Community Centre, 7.30-10.00pm.

Debates
NHS

A

bout 40 people attended a wide ranging discussion on clinical care, mental health, PFI, the integration and
local control of health and social care and privatisation at a public meeting on the future of the National
Health Service, organised by the Malvern Hills Green Party,
held last Thursday (26/2) at Lyttelton Well.
Dr John Blewitt, the event organiser and Chairman of Malvern
Hills Green Party, said:

The debate was lively and good natured demonstrating
the impor tance of local public par ticipation and
democratic deliberation on the NHS’s future in our
community.

The panel of speakers included: Dr Jonathan Leach from the Royal College
of General Practitioners, Glyn Coventry from the mental health support
group Positive Thoughts, Professor Joel Talcott from the School of Life and
Health Sciences at Aston University and Cllr Julian Roskams, Green Party
Parliamentary Candidate for West Worcestershire.The event was chaired
by Mr Carl Flint, the Malvern and Worcester co-ordinator for the Royal
Society of Arts.
Cllr Julian Roskams, Green Party Parliamentary candidate says,
The NHS is one of the most efficient in the world but now every area of
healthcare is open to the private sector whose primary motivation is
extracting profit from NHS services by reducing staffing levels that could
compromise safety and quality. We must ensure our public NHS survives so that everyone is treated equally
according to need, rather than their ability to pay.

Aff
ordab
le Housing
Affordab
ordable

O

n 14th March, Green Party Parliamentary candidate was one of the panellists at the Lansdowne Road
Methodist Church debate on affordable housing, attended by 80-90 members of the public. The other
panellists included the UKIP parliamentary candidate, Richard Chamings, and the Liberal Democrat candidate
Dennis Wharton. Initial presentations by the panellists was followed by a lively and well-informed question and
answer session with the audience.
The text of Julian’s presentation was as follows:
By abandoning housebuilding to the private sector successive governments have let us down. Local authorities
no longer build and so fewer homes are being delivered than at any previous peacetime period since world
war one, 109k completed in 2013 compared to around 300k a year in the 50s to 70s. Just 5% of government
housing expenditure is spent on building new homes. Developers respond to the market – building houses
for those who can afford to pay top prices for them – and are not interested in meeting the urgent need for
affordable homes.
With a shortage of homes, the waiting lists for social housing have never been longer – more than 1.8
million are on the waiting list for a home – an increase of 81% since 1997.
Some families living in desperate conditions are being forced to wait years for a suitable home. They may
have to live for months in temporary accommodation, uncertain where they’ll be moved to next, or how
much longer they’ll have to wait for stability. Every 15 minutes a family with children is made homeless in this
country.
Others will be left with no
choice but to live in the private
rented sector. With short-term
leases, unpredictability, poor
conditions and high costs, this
form of housing is unsuitable for
many households, especially the
vulnerable and those in need of
a stable, secure home.
The Green Party has committed
to building 500k socially rented
homes by 2020, increasing the
social housing budget from £1.5
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to £6 billion by 2017. We’ll raise £5 billion by scrapping
mortgage interest tax relief on buy to let property. This will
also greatly reduce housing benefit costs, too large a
proportion of which goes straight to private landlords.
We’ll remove the borrowing caps on councils, so they can
work with local communities to start building the sorts of
homes we need, where we need them and when we need
them. Community cobuilds and self builds are able to deliver
high quality, energy-efficient homes quickly and cheaply,
development that preserves our green spaces, creates liveable
safe places and promotes community well being and local
employment opportunities.
But it is not just about building homes. Many of the 700 thousand empty properties in this country should
be brought back into profitable activity by using empty property use orders. We’ll also remove council tax
concessions for second and empty homes. And in time we’ll look towards replacing council tax with a land
value tax, to promote positive land use and making it unprofitable for developers to land bank. We’ll better
support privately renting tenants and take action on soaring rents.
While development must, wherever possible, make use of existing brownfield sites, and we’d favour
refurbishment over demolition and rebuilding (removing favourable VAT treatment of new builds compared
to renovations), there has always been small-scale development in the countryside and we’d favour low
impact developments in rural areas where they can meet rural housing needs and help with local economic
regeneration.
Sheer human decency tells us that affordable secure housing is a right not a privilege.The housing crisis isn’t
about houses or profit – it’s about people, it’s about homes. In 1945, it was said “We have been the
dreamers, we have been the sufferers, and now, we are the builders.” It is time for our communities to start
building once again.

Last News from the Distr
ict Council bef
ore the Elections
District
before

T

ime is about to be called on the current Tory Administration – and we are all looking forward to the formation
of a new Council after the elections on May 7th. With your support and a good electoral turn-out, we are
hopeful that enough Green, Independent and Lib Dem candidates can be successful in the polls and can then form
an alliance together to take control of the Council and run it, as we so want, in a more open, inclusive and
democratic manner once again. But before then, the Tories are having one more push at getting things their way
– with a paper before the Executive Committee
coming up later this month recommending
‘commissioning’ (a euphemism for a contract with
the private sector) environmental services – i.e.
waste collection, garden and park maintenance
and street cleansing in Malvern Hills (and doing
so in conjunction with Worcester City.
Our view is that this is far too controversial to be
decided so late in the electoral cycle and will be
arguing for the matter to be adjourned until after
May 7th. Meanwhile, an Extraordinary Council
has been called for this Thursday (March 19th) to
consider the first steps to integrating the Malvern
Hills and Wychavon Council’s senior management

team. First up is a proposal for a shared Head of Planning (with the Malvern Hills Head lined up to oversee
Wychavon planning as well). Also proposed is the appointment of a Deputy Chief Executive for Malvern Hills
(something that we have never previously had – and which would seem largely to negate any advantage in the
scheme of sharing a chief executive that was foisted upon the Council by the Tories last year. Malvern Greens
were always sceptical about the case for sharing a chief executive that was made to Council last Summer – and
when the Tory leadership was adamant in denying there would be any further sharing of management teams. But,
as we expected, it is all happening now – and much of the anticipated predicted financial savings look like simply
being channelled into inflated salaries for the fortunate few senior staff who are not expected to look after two
local authorities. It is such dishonesty from the Tory leadership that we Greens are so keen to say good bye to on
May 7th.

Hustings
So far, the following dates for Parliamentary hustings have been announced:
19th Apr
Aprilil – Christ Church, Malvern
26th Apr
Aprilil – Kempsey
1 st Ma
Mayy – West Malvern
21st April – has been pencilled in as the date for Pershore. And Hanley Swan are trying to find a date that will suit
all the candidates. Venues will be confirmed in due course.
If you can come along to support Julian then please do so.

Green Book of the Month
Honourable Friends? Parliament and the Fight for Change – by Caroline Lucas
London: Portobello Books, 2015. £14.99.
This is the story of Caroline’s first five remarkable years in Westminster. It offers
bold and practical suggestions for a fairer British political system. As Naomi Klein
writes: “…So many of us are struggling with the crisis at the centre of this book;
we know our political systems are hopelessly broken but we also know that our
collective challenges are too big, and too urgent, to be tackled through outside
pressure alone. We need a new kind of politics, outside and inside at once. Caroline
Lucas is perfectly positioned to share hard-won wisdom that will help us chart this
crucial course…’.
You can obtain your copy from Malvern Book Co-operative, St Anne’s Road, Great
Malvern.
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Contacts
Chair
Chair: John Blewitt
E: john.d.blewitt@btinternet.com
Treasurer
reasurer: Jan Dyer
E: greenleafjan@gmail.com • T: 01684 438539
Member
ship/Suppor
ter
y/Min
utes Secretar
Secretary/Min
y/Minutes
Secretaryy : Mel Platt
Membership/Suppor
ship/Supporter
terss Secretar
E: hounds142@yahoo.co.uk • T: 01684 560922
Elections Agent/Press Off
icer
Officer
icer: Julian Roskams
E: jdr@eticapress.com • T: 01684 565739
Elections Nominations Agent
Agent: Richard Perkins
E: rsperkins@freeuk.com • T: 01684 568989
Fundr
aising Co-ordinator
Fundraising
Co-ordinator: Will Coleman
E: colemanjenkins@btinternet.com • T: 01684 578009
Campaigns Co-ordinator
Co-ordinator: Vacant
Councillor
Councillorss
County Councillor (Trinity Division) – John Raine (07786 198332 or j.w.raine@bham.ac.uk )
District Councillors (West Ward) – Julian Roskams (jdr@eticapress.com or 01684 565739) and John Raine (as
above)
District Councillor (Link Ward) – Clive Smith (CTSmith@waitrose.com )
Town Councillors (Dyson Perrins) – Julian Roskams (as above)
Town Councillor (Link Ward) Clive Smith (as above)
Town Councillor (Chase Ward) Alex McLellan (alexander.r.mclellan@gmail.com)
Parish Councillor (Malvern Wells) Malcolm Victory (malcolmvictory@tiscali.co.uk or 01684 575156)
As well as the E-Newsletter, keep up to date by visiting the Branch’s website:
http://www.greenparty.org.uk/localsites/malvernhills.html
We also have a Facebook page:
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Malvern-Hills-Green-Party/171627822885633

